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Mexican Student Grant Celebrates 20 years by Joseph P. Hinger
On August 10th, the Mexican Library Association (Asociación Mexicana de Biblotecarios, A.C.
a.k.a. AMBAC) sponsored a round table webinar to honor and celebrate the 20th anniversary of
NASIG’s Mexican Student Grant. The event lasted two hours and discussed the importance of
the grant for library science students and those studying related fields throughout Mexico.
Representing NASIG was our long-serving ex officio member of the Awards & Recognition
Committee, Joseph Hinger, of LLMC (Law Library Microform Consortium). Representing
Mexico were: Maestra Lourdes Rovalo, a retired professor from the National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM), School of Library Science and Digital Services; Dr. Felipe
Filiberto Martínez Arellano from the National Library of Mexico; and Dr. Jesús Lau from the
University of Veracruz, School of Pedagogy. Event moderator was Lic. Julio Zetter Leal, also
from UNAM.
Maestra Rovalo started the round table by giving a general overview of the NASIG Mexican
Student Grant, including its significance in the academic life of so many Mexican students. Mr.
Hinger followed by providing a detailed history of the grant starting prior to its inception and
going up to the current year. Dr. Lau continued by describing the prerequisites of the Mexican
Student Grant and how that process has changed over time. He also talked about the selection
process, including evaluating the applicants based on their academic history, application
statements, and working knowledge of English. Then Dr. Martínez described how, during his
term as AMBAC President, he was able to get the grant sponsored. He also noted how AMBAC
has helped tremendously over the years, especially with national and expeditious promotion.
In the earlier days of NASIG, we often hypothesized on how to get Mexican representation
because 99% of the attendees and members were from the USA and Canada. In the late 1990’s,
Lisa Furubotten, a NASIG member on the Continuing Education Committee, was teaching
serials cataloging classes in Mexico City (in Spanish) at a satellite branch of her
university. Around the same time, Dr. Jesús Lau submitted a conference session proposal, and it
was accepted. Then on the heels of these two events, a Bilingual Working Group was formed
whose primary foci were translating the NASIG information flyer into Spanish and French and
brainstorming ways to increase Mexican participation. All these events intertwined, resulting in
the birth of the Mexican Student Grant!
All four panelists described the evolution of the grant on the American side as well as the
processes that happen on the Mexican side. In the beginning, the selected student attended and
participated in the conference sessions and submitted a survey that was summarized in the
NASIG Newsletter. In later years, the grant recipient has been required to give a short (ten
minutes or less) student session presentation. Then, after returning to Mexico, they are
designated to present again at the annual AMBAC conference and meeting. Recipients are also
encouraged to give a presentation and write a summary of the experience for their respective
library school.
As the Mexican Student Grant has become so popular, the competition over the years has
increased. In the early years, there were several annual applicants, but only a handful met the
requirements. Over time, the number of annual applicants has increased, sometimes as high as

twenty! The recipient is selected based on their application, library school transcript, faculty
letter of reference, and working knowledge of the English language. The Mexican panel of
judges consists of the three distinguished professors who were the panelists for this webinar
roundtable: Maestra Rovalo, Dr. Martínez, and Dr. Lau, whose unanimous agreement decides the
recipient.
The presence and professionalism of the Mexican Student Grant attendees has been outstanding
and does not go unnoticed by most NASIG constituents, including the Board. After discussion,
the NASIG Board approved doubling the number of annual recipients. That’s two Mexican
Student Grants each year! We had two grantees selected for the first year, but one was unable to
obtain a travel visa due to international tensions. Then the pandemic came, which halted all
travel and all in-person conferences! Fortunately, we were able to hold the conferences virtually
in 2020 and 2021, which provided free student registration.
A conference’s content is probably the most important aspect, especially for students and new
professionals. Another key component, however, lies in the experience gained from physical
attendance. At an in-person conference, we are immersed in a professional atmosphere, which
the grantee is about to enter. There they meet, mingle, make contacts, and share experiences with
those who will become lifelong friends and mentors. As the continuing education and
professional association opportunities are far fewer in Mexico (and most other countries),
professionals from these areas must travel to international venues to maintain their knowledge
and connections. Having the experience of attending a first international conference is key for
professionals in these regions!
The final part of the round table webinar was a surprise video presentation from some of the past
grant recipients. They shared their testimonies and acknowledged the importance of the Mexican
Student Grant in how it prepared and guided them in their career. They also expressed that their
attendance was the single most important event to becoming a meaningful library professional,
and their desire to contribute to the field in whatever way they can.
The session ended with a virtual toast for a wonderful twenty years, and the hopes of many more
when in-person conferences resume! The toast was followed by fifteen minutes of questions and
answers provided by the webinar attendees from all parts of Mexico and beyond.
All 90 seats in the session were filled, and there was live streaming on the AMBAC YouTube
channel. Feel free to visit the AMBAC YouTube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/user/oficinaAMBAC. If you would like to view the NASIG Mexican
Student Grant round table webinar, point your browser to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yvm2fJvnCcw&t=7s. The session lasted for over two hours,
and the entire content was in Spanish.
Please see the NASIG homepage at www.nasig.org for further information about the association
and all awards offered. For information specific to the NASIG Mexican Grant, please contact the
Awards and Recognition Committee, or Joseph Hinger, at josephh@llmc-digital.org.

**As of the publication of this blog article, please note that the difficult decision was made
to not offer the 2022 Mexican Student Grant, due to the uncertain, and ever-changing
international travel restrictions. NASIG truly looks forward to offering the Mexican
Student Grant, hopefully in 2023, when international travel is more certain and stable.

